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How do city-regions successfully compete in the global age? Mixing history and policy analysis, Steven Erie
offers a compelling account of the improbable rise of Los Angeles, explaining how a region with no natural
harbor and a metropolis situated a distant 20 miles from the coast managed to become the world's ninth
largest economy and a leading trade and transportation center. In Globalizing L.A., he argues that physical
infrastructure development was a catalytic yet underappreciated factor in the transformation of L.A. and
Southern California into a global economy, provocatively challenging the conventional wisdom that
emphasizes information flows, intellectual property rights, or social capital. The book also highlights the
unheralded role of local political institutions and public entrepreneurs in shaping the region's development,
growth, and globalization.

Beginning with the fierce battles over railroad and harbor development in the late nineteenth century, Erie
chronicles L.A.'s emergence as the nation's leading trade center and gateway to the Pacific Rim in the
twentieth century. The book explores recent epic battles over port development, the expansion of LAX, the
landmark Alameda Corridor rail link, and implementing NAFTA border-infrastructure projects.

Until the 1990s, the book argues, L.A. behaved much like a city-state where powerful, semi-autonomous
development bureaucracies and entrepreneurial leaders provided the farsighted strategic planning that made
these infrastructure projects possible. Today, Southern California faces daunting challenges, from
community and environmental resistance to new post-9/11 security concerns, which will affect its future
development and global competitiveness.

More Praise for Globalizing L.A.

"A significant new contribution to the study of urban development. . . . This book will change the way we
think about Los Angeles and Southern California. . . . It is the next great book on the region."—David Perry,
Director and Professor, Great Cities Institute University of Illinois at Chicago
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From reader reviews:

David Boggs:

Precisely why? Because this Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional Development is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Lorenzo Davis:

This Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional Development is great publication for you because
the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional Development in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Colton Fierros:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional
Development was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Globalizing
L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional Development has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Bernie Watts:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word



says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and
Regional Development can make you sense more interested to read.
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