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On June 28, 1914, the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in the Balkans. Five fateful
weeks later the Great Powers of Europe were at war.

Much time and ink has been spent ever since trying to identify the 'guilty' person or state responsible, or
alternatively attempting to explain the underlying forces that 'inevitably' led to war in 1914. Unsatisfied with
these explanations, Gordon Martel now goes back to the contemporary diplomatic, military, and political
records to investigate the twists and turns of the crisis afresh, with the aim of establishing just how the
catastrophe really unfurled.

What emerges is the story of a terrible, unnecessary tragedy -- one that can be understood only by retracing
the steps taken by those who went down the road to war. With each passing day, we see how the
personalities of leading figures such as Kaiser Wilhelm II, the Emperor Franz Joseph, Tsar Nicholas II, Sir
Edward Grey, and Raymond Poincare were central to the unfolding crisis, how their hopes and fears
intersected as events unfolded, and how each new decision produced a response that complicated or
escalated matters to the point where they became almost impossible to contain.

Devoting a chapter to each day of the infamous "July Crisis," this gripping step-by-step account of the
descent to war makes clear just how little the conflict was in fact premeditated, preordained, or even
predictable. Almost every day it seemed possible that the crisis could be settled as so many had been over the
previous decade; almost every day there was a new suggestion that gave statesmen hope that war could be
avoided without abandoning vital interests.

And yet, as the last month of peace ebbed away, the actions and reactions of the Great Powers disastrously
escalated the situation. So much so that, by the beginning of August, what might have remained a minor
Balkan problem had turned into the cataclysm of the First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually The Month that Changed the World: July 1914.

Samuel Lester:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Month that Changed the World: July 1914, you
may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

David Packard:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Month that Changed the World: July 1914 this publication consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Joseph Franson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication The Month that Changed the World: July 1914 was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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