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The national park system ranks among our most magnificent achievements and the story of its creation
reveals how the American landscape shaped our history and character and continues to do so almost 175
years after painter George Catlin first proposed “a nation’s Park.”

In these lavishly illustrated pages, award-winning author Kim Heacox chronicles our changing visions of
wildness from the 17th century, when the first settlers built towns around shared commons, to 1916, when
the National Park Service initiated a new kind of common–unspoiled parkland held in trust for Americans
everywhere.

Here are explorers like Daniel Boone, Kit Carson, and John Wesley Powell, who reported wonders so
amazing they were met with disbelief. Here too are farsighted leaders like Thomas Jefferson, Theodore
Roosevelt, and other sponsors of such parks as Yosemite and Yellowstone.

In spectacular counterpoint, 100 illustrations unveil a pristine new world that awed the artists and
photographers from Eadweard Muybridge to Ansel Adams. An epilogue summarizes developments since
1916, and an appendix provides descriptions of every national park. A tale of discovery and an eloquent
testament to our unparalleled natural glories, this is more than an account of our national parks: it’s a telling
portrait of the essential America.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is An American Idea: The Making of the National Parks.

Nicholas Walsh:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled An American Idea: The Making of the National Parks your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get ahead of. The An American Idea: The Making of the National Parks giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Leo Rizer:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The An American
Idea: The Making of the National Parks will give you new experience in studying a book.

Sharon Grace:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of An American Idea: The Making of the
National Parks can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have An American Idea: The
Making of the National Parks.
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