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In this fascinating look at the creative power of institutions, Jonah Siegel explores the rise of the modern idea
of the artist in the nineteenth century, a period that also witnessed the emergence of the museum and the
professional critic. Treating these developments as interrelated, he analyzes both visual material and literary
texts to portray a culture in which art came to be thought of in powerful new ways. Ultimately, Siegel shows
that artistic controversies commonly associated with the self-consciously radical movements of modernism
and postmodernism have their roots in a dynamic era unfairly characterized as staid, self-satisfied, and
stable.

The nineteenth century has been called the Age of the Museum, and yet critics, art theorists, and poets during
this period grappled with the question of whether the proliferation of museums might lead to the death of Art
itself. Did the assembly and display of works of art help the viewer to understand them or did it numb the
senses? How was the contemporary artist to respond to the vast storehouses of art from disparate nations and
periods that came to proliferate in this era?

Siegel presents a lively discussion of the shock experienced by neoclassical artists troubled by remains of
antiquity that were trivial or even obscene, as well as the anxious aesthetic reveries of nineteenth-century art
lovers overwhelmed by the quantity of objects quickly crowding museums and exhibition halls. In so doing,
he illuminates the fruitful crises provoked when the longing for admired art is suddenly satisfied. Drawing
upon neoclassical art and theory, biographies of early nineteenth-century writers including Keats and Scott,
and the writings of art critics such as Hazlitt, Ruskin, and Wilde, this book reproduces a cultural matrix that
brings to life the artistic passions and anxieties of an entire era.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Desire and Excess book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Eva Dawson:

This Desire and Excess usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason of this Desire and Excess can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Desire and Excess giving you an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Virgie Tauber:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Desire and Excess.

Dallas Richardson:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Desire and Excess can be the solution, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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