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Now available in paperback, this book offers an innovative revaluation of Oscar Wilde's two collections of
fairy tales, The Happy Prince and Other Tales (1888) and A House of Pomegranates (1891). Providing a
comprehensive account of Wilde's familiarity with Irish folklore, this study challenges the prevailing
consensus that the stories draw heavily on such material. By emphasizing Wilde's own stated views on the
subject - and so contesting the assumption that he simply shared the well-documented interests of his parents,
Sir William Wilde and Lady Jane Wilde ('Speranza') - the book relocates the stories within a variety of
literary, cultural, and narrative traditions, both Irish and European. Acknowledging Wilde's often ambivalent
and ambiguous statements about his Irish national identity, Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts
offers a more nuanced understanding of the importance of Ireland to Wilde's art. The detailed readings of the
fairy tales show that despite the stories' continuing appeal to children, Oscar Wilde intended his fairy tales
for a predominantly adult audience. The book also demonstrates the ways in which, despite their eerie and
disturbing content, these fairy tales reaffirmed conservative values. *** This superb analysis...presents a new
and persuasive reading of Wilde's fairy tales...Highly recommended. -- Choice *** A neglected aspect of
Wilde's oeuvre comes more clearly into focus in Anne Markey's useful study.... -- SEL Studies in English
Literature 1500-1900, The Nineteenth Century [Subject: Literary Criticism, Irish Studies]
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts
will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Pablo Cowart:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts as the daily resource
information.

Dennis Gaines:

The particular book Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts will bring one to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Jason Buckley:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Oscar Wilde's
Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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