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Offers readers new perspectives on the role gender plays in Bible translation

This adaptation of the JPS translation of the Torah (1962) will appeal to readers who are interested in a
historically based picture of social gender roles in the Bible as well as those who have become accustomed to
gender-sensitive English in other aspects of their lives.

Many contemporary Bible scholars contend that the Bible’s original audience understood that the references
to God as male simply reflected gendered social roles at the time. However, evidence for this implicit
assumption is ambiguous. Accordingly, in preparing this new edition, the editors sought language that was
more sensitive to gender nuances, to reflect more accurately the perceptions of the original Bible readers.

In places where the ancient audience probably would not have construed gender as pertinent to the text’s
plain sense, the editors changed words into gender-neutral terms; where gender was probably understood to
be at stake, they left the text as originally translated, or even introduced gendered language where none
existed before. They made these changes regardless of whether words referred to God, angels, or human
beings.

For example, the phrase originally translated in the 1962 JPS Torah as “every man as he pleases” has been
rendered here “each of us as we please” (Deut. 12:8). Similarly, “man and beast” now reads “human and
beast” (Exod. 8:14), since the Hebrew word adam is meant to refer to all human beings, not only to males.
Conversely, the phrase “the persons enrolled” has been changed to “the men enrolled” (Num. 26:7), to reflect
the fact that only men were counted in census-taking at this time.

In most cases, references to God are rendered in gender neutral language. A special case in point: the unpro-
nounceable four-letter name for the Divine, the Tetragammaton, is written in unvocalized Hebrew,
conveying to the reader that the Name is something totally “other”—beyond our speech and understanding.
Readers can choose to substitute for this unpronounceable Name any of the numerous divine names offered
by Jewish tradition, as generations have before our time. In some instances, however, male imagery
depicting God is preserved because it reflects ancient society’s view of gender roles.

David Stein’s preface provides an explanation of the methodology used, and a table delineates typical ways
that God language is handled, with sample verses. Occasional notes applied to the Bible text explain how
gender is treated; longer supplementary notes at the end of the volume comment on special topics related to
this edition.

In preparing this work, the editors undertook a thorough and comprehensive analysis of the Torah’s gender



ascriptions. The result is a carefully rendered alternative to the traditional JPS translation.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Hacker:

Here thing why this The Contemporary Torah: A Gender-sensitive Adaptation of the JPS Translation are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Contemporary Torah: A Gender-sensitive
Adaptation of the JPS Translation giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Contemporary Torah: A Gender-sensitive
Adaptation of the JPS Translation. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Contemporary Torah: A Gender-sensitive Adaptation of the
JPS Translation in e-book can be your option.

Grace Seals:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. The Contemporary Torah: A Gender-sensitive Adaptation of the JPS Translation can
be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Mildred Kelly:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Contemporary
Torah: A Gender-sensitive Adaptation of the JPS Translation which is having the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's observe.

Susan Arnold:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Contemporary Torah:
A Gender-sensitive Adaptation of the JPS Translation.
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