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In a work that challenges notions that have dominated New Testament scholarship for more than a hundred
years, Israel Knohl gives startling evidence for a messianic precursor to Jesus who is described as the
"Suffering Servant" in recently published fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Messiah before Jesus
clarifies many formerly incomprehensible aspects of Jesus' life and confirms the story in the New Testament
about his messianic awareness. The book shows that, around the time of Jesus' birth, there came into being a
conception of "catastrophic" messianism in which the suffering, humiliation, and death of the messiah were
regarded as an integral part of the redemptive process.

Scholars have long argued that Jesus could not have foreseen his suffering, death, and resurrection because
the concept of a slain savior who rises from the dead was alien to the Judaism of his time. But, on the basis
of hymns found at Qumran among the Dead Sea Scrolls, Knohl argues that, one generation before Jesus, a
messianic leader arose in the Qumran sect who was regarded by his followers as ushering in an era of
redemption and forgiveness. This messianic leader was killed by Roman soldiers in the course of a revolt
that broke out in Jerusalem in 4 B.C.E. The Romans forbade his body to be buried and after the third day his
disciples believed that he was resurrected and rose to heaven. This formed the basis for Jesus' messianic
consciousness, Knohl argues; it was because of this model that Jesus anticipated he would suffer, die, and be
resurrected after three days.

Knohl takes his fascinating inquiry one step further by suggesting that this messiah was a figure known to us
from historical sources of the period. This identification may shed new light on the mystery of the
"Paraclete" in the Gospel of John. A pathbreaking study, The Messiah before Jesus will reshape our
understanding of Christianity and its relationship to Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The
Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jesus Reeves:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of
the Dead Sea Scrolls will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book
with you?

Lidia Hill:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering
Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Bruce Healy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Messiah before Jesus: The
Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism
The Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls as good book not only by the cover
but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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