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In 1966 twelve-year-old Fan Shen, a newly minted Red Guard, plunged happily into China’s Cultural
Revolution. Disillusion soon followed, then turned to disgust and fear when Shen discovered that his
compatriots had tortured and murdered a doctor whose house he’d helped raid and whose beautiful daughter
he secretly adored. A story of coming of age in the midst of monumental historical upheaval, Shen’s Gang of
One is more than a memoir of one young man’s harrowing experience during a time of terror. It is also, in
spite of circumstances of remarkable grimness and injustice, an unlikely picaresque tale of adventure full of
courage, cunning, wit, tenacity, resourcefulness, and sheer luck—the story of how Shen managed to scheme
his way through a hugely oppressive system and emerge triumphant.

Gang of One recounts how Shen escaped, again and again, from his appointed fate, as when he somehow
found himself a doctor at sixteen and even, miraculously, saved a few lives. In such volatile times, however,
good luck could quickly turn to misfortune: a transfer to the East Wind Aircraft Factory got him out of the
countryside and into another terrible trap, where many people were driven to suicide; his secret self-
education took him from the factory to college, where friendship with an American teacher earned him the
wrath of the secret police. Following a path strewn with perils and pitfalls, twists and surprises worthy of
Dickens, Shen’s story is ultimately an exuberant human comedy unlike any other.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this Gang of One: Memoirs of a Red Guard (American
Lives) to read.

Brenda Blackmer:

The book Gang of One: Memoirs of a Red Guard (American Lives) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after reading this article book.

Lula Estes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Gang of One: Memoirs of a
Red Guard (American Lives) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick Gang of One: Memoirs of a Red Guard (American Lives)
become your own personal starter.

Michelle Jarvis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Gang of One: Memoirs of a Red Guard
(American Lives) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Gang of
One: Memoirs of a Red Guard (American Lives).
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