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Paper is one of the simplest and most essential pieces of human technology. For the past two millennia, the
ability to produce it in ever more efficient ways has supported the proliferation of literacy, media, religion,
education, commerce, and art; it has formed the foundation of civilizations, promoting revolutions and
restoring stability. One has only to look at history s greatest press run, which produced 6.5 billion copies of
Mao zhuxi yulu, Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung (Zedong) which doesn t include editions in 37
foreign languages and in braille to appreciate the range and influence of a single publication, in paper. Or
take the fact that one of history s most revered artists, Leonardo da Vinci, left behind only 15 paintings but
4,000 works on paper. And though the colonies were at the time calling for a boycott of all British goods, the
one exception they made speaks to the essentiality of the material; they penned the Declaration of
Independence on British paper.

Now, amid discussion of going paperless and as speculation about the effects of a digitally dependent society
grows rampant we ve come to a world-historic juncture. Thousands of years ago, Socrates and Plato warned
that written language would be the end of true knowledge, replacing the need to excise memory and think
through complex questions. Similar arguments were made about the switch from handwritten to printed
books, and today about the role of computer technology. By tracing paper s evolution from antiquity to the
present, with an emphasis on the contributions made in Asia and the Middle East, Mark Kurlansky
challenges common assumptions about technology s influence, affirming that paper is here to stay. Paper will
be the commodity history that guides us forward in the twenty-first century and illuminates our times."
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Paper: Paging Through History (Thorndike Press
Large Print). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Paper: Paging Through History (Thorndike Press Large Print). You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Tammy Campbell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Paper: Paging Through History (Thorndike
Press Large Print) as your daily resource information.

Hilary Rangel:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Paper: Paging Through History (Thorndike
Press Large Print), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Natalie Renz:

Paper: Paging Through History (Thorndike Press Large Print) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Paper: Paging Through
History (Thorndike Press Large Print) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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