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When Pittsburgh socialite Laura Corey rolled into Reno, Nevada, in 1905 for a six-month stay, her goal was
a divorce from the president of U.S. Steel. Her visit also provided a provocative glimpse into the city's
future.

With its rugged landscape and rough-edged culture, Reno had little to offer early twentieth-century visitors
besides the gambling and prostitution that had remained unregulated since Nevada's silver-mining heyday.
But the possibility of easy divorce attracted national media attention, East Coast notables, and Hollywood
stars, and soon the "Reno Cure" was all the rage. Almost overnight, Reno was on the map.

Alicia Barber traces the transformation of Reno's reputation from backward railroad town to the nationally
known "Sin Central"—as Garrison Keillor observed, a place where you could see things that you wouldn't
want to see in your own hometown. Chronicling the city's changing fortunes from the days of the Comstock
Lode, she describes how city leaders came to embrace an identity as "The Biggest Little City in the World"
and transform their town into a lively tourist mecca.

Focusing on the evolution of urban reputation, Barber carefully distinguishes between the image that a city's
promoters hope to manufacture and the impression that outsiders actually have. Interweaving aspects of
urban identity, she shows how sense of place, promoted image, and civic reputation intermingled and
influenced each other-and how they in turn shaped the urban environment.

Quickie divorces notwithstanding, Reno's primary growth engine was gambling; modern casinos came to
dominate the downtown landscape. When mainstream America balked, Reno countered by advertising "tax
freedom" and natural splendor to attract new residents. But by the mid-seventies, unchecked growth and
competition from Las Vegas had initiated a downslide that persisted until a carefully crafted series of special
events and the rise of recreational tourism began to attract new breeds of tourists.

Barber's engaging story portrays Reno as more than a second-string Las Vegas, having pioneered most of the
attractions—gaming and prizefighting, divorces and weddings—that made the larger city famous. As Reno
continues to remold itself to weather the shifting winds of tourism and growth, Barber's book provides a
cautionary tale for other cities hoping to ride the latest consumer trends.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important normally. The book Reno's Big Gamble: Image and Reputation
in the Biggest Little City was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Reno's Big Gamble: Image and Reputation in the
Biggest Little City is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with all the book Reno's Big Gamble: Image and Reputation in the Biggest Little City. You
never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Manuel Arndt:

This book untitled Reno's Big Gamble: Image and Reputation in the Biggest Little City to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Juana Rummel:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Reno's Big Gamble:
Image and Reputation in the Biggest Little City that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Reno's Big Gamble: Image and Reputation in the
Biggest Little City become your personal starter.

Joyce Hynes:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Reno's Big Gamble: Image and Reputation in the Biggest Little City offer you a new experience in
examining a book.
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