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The 1980s saw the peak of a moral panic over fantasy role-playing games such as Dungeons and Dragons. A
coalition of moral entrepreneurs that included representatives from the Christian Right, the field of
psychology, and law enforcement claimed that these games were not only psychologically dangerous but an
occult religion masquerading as a game. Dangerous Games explores both the history and the sociological
significance of this panic.

Fantasy role-playing games do share several functions in common with religion. However, religion—as a
socially constructed world of shared meaning—can also be compared to a fantasy role-playing game. In fact,
the claims of the moral entrepreneurs, in which they presented themselves as heroes battling a dark
conspiracy, often resembled the very games of imagination they condemned as evil. By attacking the
imagination, they preserved the taken-for-granted status of their own socially constructed reality. Interpreted
in this way, the panic over fantasy-role playing games yields new insights about how humans play and
together construct and maintain meaningful worlds.

Laycock’s clear and accessible writing ensures that Dangerous Games will be required reading for those
with an interest in religion, popular culture, and social behavior, both in the classroom and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Shane McKeel:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Dangerous
Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Jacob Smith:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Dangerous Games: What the
Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds book as nice and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Elizabeth Brown:

The book Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion,
and Imagined Worlds will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you.
The book Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion,
and Imagined Worlds is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Valerie Beauchamp:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic
over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Dangerous Games: What
the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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