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National Abjection explores the vexed relationship between "Asian Americanness" and "Americanness”
through a focus on drama and performance art. Karen Shimakawa argues that the forms of Asian
Americanness that appear in U.S. culture are a function of national abjection—a process that demands that
Americanness be defined by the exclusion of Asian Americans, who are either cast as symbolic foreigners
incapable of integration or Americanization or distorted into an “honorary” whiteness. She examines how
Asian Americans become culturally visible on and off stage, revealing the ways Asian American theater
companies and artists respond to the cultural implications of this abjection.

Shimakawa looks at the origins of Asian American theater, particularly through the memories of some of its
pioneers. Her examination of the emergence of Asian American theater companies illuminates their
strategies for countering the stereotypes of Asian Americans and the lack of visibility of Asian American
performers within the theater world. She shows how some plays—Wakako Yamauchi’s 12-1-A, Frank
Chin’s Chickencoop Chinaman, and The Year of the Dragon—have both directly and indirectly addressed
the displacement of Asian Americans. She analyzes works attempting to negate the process of
abjection—such as the 1988 Broadway production of M. Butterfly as well as Miss Saigon, a mainstream
production that enacted the process of cultural displacement both onstage and off. Finally, Shimakawa
considers Asian Americanness in the context of globalization by meditating on the work of Ping Chong,
particularly his East-West Quartet.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Auten:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular National
Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Michael Mitchell:

National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing National
Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Sergio Hawkinson:

You may get this National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Robert Shaw:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage when you needed it?
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