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This astonishing book charts the history and practice of ritual samurai suicide from ancient times until the
20th century through primary sources, both literary and historical, many of them never before translated into
English. The author has worked from documents such as medieval war tales, records of the samurai domains,
and execution handbooks. The book benefits from an extensive introduction, footnotes, and bibliography, but
is written also to appeal to the general reader. It is divided into four basic sections: "History to 1600" looks at
cases of ritual suicide taken from historical texts from the 8th to the 17th century. "The Seppuku Ritual"
draws on previously untranslated seppuku manuals from the 18th and 19th centuries to explain the correct
procedure and etiquette, as well as the different stomach-cutting procedures, types of swords, attire, location,
and even the refreshments served at the seppuku ceremony. "History after 1600" focuses on famed cases up
to and including the 20th century, and "Paradigms" offers a selection of short quotations from authors and
commentators down the centuries that sum up Japanese and non-Japanese attitudes to seppuku.

"As for when to die, make sure you are one step ahead of everyone else. Never pull back from the brink. But
be aware that there are times when you should die, and times when you should not. Die at the right moment
and you will be a hero. Die at the wrong moment, and you will die like a dog." -- Izawa Nagahide, The
Warrior's Code, 1725
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From reader reviews:

Henry Howell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very
own reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book.
One of them is this Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide.

David Bruce:

Beside that Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Lloyd Stec:

This Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide can
be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with
knowledge.

Cassandra Harvey:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book Seppuku: A History of Samurai Suicide. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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