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The landmark Supreme Court decision in June 2015 legalizing the right to same-sex marriage marked a
major victory in gay and lesbian rights in the United States. Once subject to a patchwork of laws granting
legal status to same-sex couples in some states and not others, gay and lesbian Americans now enjoy full
legal status for their marriages wherever they travel or reside in the country. For many, the Supreme Court’s
ruling means that gay and lesbian citizens are one step closer to full equality with the rest of America.
 
In Fragmented Citizens, Stephen M. Engel contends that the present moment in gay and lesbian rights in
America is indeed one of considerable advancement and change—but that there is still much to be done in
shaping American institutions to recognize gays and lesbians as full citizens. With impressive scope and
fascinating examples, Engel traces the relationship between gay and lesbian individuals and the government
from the late nineteenth century through the present. Engel shows that gays and lesbians are more accurately
described as fragmented citizens. Despite the marriage ruling, Engel argues that LGBT Americans still do
not have full legal protections against workplace, housing, family, and other kinds of discrimination. There
remains a continuing struggle of the state to control the sexuality of gay and lesbian citizens—they continue
to be fragmented citizens.
 
Engel argues that understanding the development of the idea of gay and lesbian individuals as ‘less-than-
whole’ citizens can help us make sense of the government’s continued resistance to full equality despite
massive changes in public opinion. Furthermore, he argues that it was the state’s ability to identify and
control gay and lesbian citizens that allowed it to develop strong administrative capacities to manage all of
its citizens in matters of immigration, labor relations, and even national security. The struggle for gay and
lesbian rights, then, affected not only the lives of those seeking equality but also the very nature of American
governance itself.  Fragmented Citizens is a sweeping historical and political account of how our present-day
policy debates around citizenship and equality came to be.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Bernice King:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives.

Dennis Mock:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Fragmented Citizens: The Changing
Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Fragmented
Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives as good book but not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Gilbert:

This Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives is great e-book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives in your hand like keeping



the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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