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Feeling bored and counting her losses, Dodie is eager for a new kind of adventure as she enters her 60th
decade. When she answers an ad inviting people to teach English in China, she finds the adventure she
sought and much, much more. Dodie discovers that her destination, Hwa Nan College for Women, has been
resurrected from the ashes of two revolutions by a handful of elderly Chinese matriarchs in hopes of
preparing capable young women for vocations in the new China. The “Old Ladies” are feisty, determined
and running the school on a shoestring. Her young adult students are idealistic and naive…full of dreams for
their families and optimistic about their futures. Who are these girls and what are their stories? And how
does Dodie, a retired school psychologist with no ESL training, muddle through a decade of teaching them
English only to discover that she has been a student herself? How Was China? answers these questions with
intelligence, humor and honesty. The book weaves together tales of travel, social commentary, personal
stories of Chinese women and the author’s observations as she explores her home in this very foreign land.
Dodie returns again and again through the first decade of the 21st century watching her students blossom into
graduates, workers, wives and mothers…journeys that illustrate the amazing turns and twists of Chinese life.
When not in class, Dodie wanders. Stroll through the streets and alleys of the old neighborhood with her,
delight in the vibrant street life, laugh at market and clinic shenanigans, and grapple with the cultural
differences inherent in every encounter. She watches in dismay as old buildings are torn down and replaced
by new, but often dehumanizing, condos and shopping malls. She takes you on forays back into the lively
history of the people fatefully connected to this rare private college, illuminating the events that led to
China’s rise to power and affluence and sweeping Hwa Nan and its women along with it onto a new campus
100 years from its inception. After reading How Was China? you will never look at life in this mysterious
country the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book How Was China?: Views and
Vignettes from a Chinese Women's College. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Susan Roundy:

Here thing why this particular How Was China?: Views and Vignettes from a Chinese Women's College are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. How Was China?: Views and Vignettes from a
Chinese Women's College giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no book that similar with How Was China?: Views and Vignettes from a Chinese Women's
College. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of How Was China?: Views and Vignettes from a Chinese Women's College
in e-book can be your alternative.

Mary Goldstein:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book How Was China?: Views and Vignettes from a
Chinese Women's College it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Tracey Cook:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be How Was China?: Views and Vignettes from a



Chinese Women's College why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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