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"A book that must be read by all Americans who desire a more critical understanding of the historical
contributions that Africans made beyond the borders of the United States. It dramatically captures a history
that has long been neglected by historians of the Mexican Revolution of 1810. . . . An important contribution
that links the common histories of African and Latino Americans."--Carlos Muñoz, Jr., University of
California, Berkeley
 

Elected the first black Indian president of Mexico in 1829, Vicente Guerrero has been called the country's
Washington and Lincoln. This revisionist biography of one of Mexico's most important historical figures--
the person who issued the decree abolishing slavery--traces the impact of race and ethnicity on Mexico's
national identity.
 An activist from boyhood and a mule driver by trade, Guerrero led a coalition of blacks and indigenous
peoples during the difficult last years of Mexico's war for independence from Spain, 1810-21. In office, he
taxed the rich, protected small businesses, tried to abolish the death penalty, and championed the village
council movement in which peasants elected representatives without qualifications of race, property
ownership, or literacy; he enjoyed signing his correspondence "Citizen Guerrero." In 1831 he was kidnapped
and killed by his political opponents.
 This book also tells the story of seven generations of Guerrero's activist descendants, including his grandson
Vicente Riva Palacio, the historian whose well-known writings elaborate on the ideals of a multiracial and
democratic nation. Still in print today, his novels, essays, and five-volume national history are used here to
help explain the factors that made the region of "El Sur" a center for political radicals from 1810 up to the
revolution of 1910.
 For all readers interested in issues of diversity, this book will illuminate the evolving and distinct
interactions of Indians, whites, and the descendants of the 250,000 Africans and 100,000 Asians brought to
colonial Mexico.

Theodore G. Vincent, a retired history instructor from the University of California, Berkeley, is a former
newspaper columnist for the Los Angeles Herald Dispatch. He is the author of four books, most recently
Keep Cool: The Black Activists Who Built the Jazz Age, and has published many articles on Afro-Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

The book The Legacy of Vicente Guerrero, Mexico's First Black Indian President can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Legacy of
Vicente Guerrero, Mexico's First Black Indian President? Some of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Legacy of Vicente Guerrero, Mexico's First Black Indian President has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Margaret Chambers:

You can get this The Legacy of Vicente Guerrero, Mexico's First Black Indian President by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Patrice Eubanks:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Legacy of Vicente Guerrero, Mexico's First
Black Indian President was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Legacy of Vicente Guerrero, Mexico's First Black Indian President has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Tammy Carver:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Legacy of Vicente Guerrero, Mexico's First Black Indian President can make you
sense more interested to read.
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