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Richard Wagner continues to be the most controversial artist in history, a perpetually troubling figure in our
cultural consciousness. The unceasing debate over his works and their impact--for and against--is one reason
why there has been no genuinely comprehensive modern account of his musical dramas until now. Dieter
Borchmeyer's book is the first to present an overall picture of these musical dramas from the standpoint of
literary and theatrical history. It extends from the composer's early works--still largely ignored--to the Ring
Cycle and Parsifal, and includes Wagner's unfinished works and operas he never set to music. Through
lively prose, we come to see Wagner as a librettist--and as a man of letters--rather than primarily as musical
composer.

Borchmeyer uncovers a vast field of cultural and historical cross-references in Wagner's works. In the first
part of the book, he sets out in search of the various archetypal scenes, opening up the composer's dramatic
workshop to the reader. He covers all of Wagner's operas, from early juvenilia to the canonical later works.

The second part examines Wagner in relation to political figures including King Ludwig II and Bismarck,
and, importantly, in light of critical reactions by literary giants--Thomas Mann, whom Borchmeyer calls "a
guiding light in this exploration of the fields that Wagner tilled," and Nietzsche, whose appeal to "philology"
is a key source of inspiration in attempts to grapple with Wagner's works.

For more than twenty years, Borchmeyer has placed his scholarship at the service of the famed Bayreuth
Festival. With this volume, he gives us a summation of decades of engagement with the phenomenon of
Wagner and, at the same time, the result of an abiding critical passion for his works.
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From reader reviews:

Stewart Ramirez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Drama and the World of Richard Wagner
has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The guide Drama and the World of Richard Wagner is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Drama and
the World of Richard Wagner. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Robert Schneck:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Drama and the World
of Richard Wagner book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Susan Larabee:

This book untitled Drama and the World of Richard Wagner to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this e-book from your list.

Roberta Anglin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is called of book Drama and the World of Richard Wagner. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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