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Already the world has seen the political, economic, and cultural significance of hosting the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing?in policies instituted and altered, positions softened, projects undertaken. But will the Olympics
make a lasting difference? This book approaches questions about the nature and future of China through the
lens of sports?particularly as sports finds its utmost international expression in the Olympics.

Drawing on newly available archival sources to analyze a hundred-year perspective on sports in China,
Olympic Dreams explores why the country became obsessed with Western sports at the turn of the twentieth
century, and how it relates to China’s search for a national and international identity. Through case studies of
ping-pong diplomacy and the Chinese handling of various sporting events, the book offers unexpected details
and unusual insight into the patterns and processes of China’s foreign policymaking?insights that will help
readers understand China’s interactions with the rest of the world.

Among the questions Xu Guoqi brings to the fore are: Why did Mao Zedong choose competitive ping-pong
to manipulate world politics? How did the two-China issue nearly kill the 1976 Montreal Olympic Games?
And why do the 2008 Olympics present Beijing with unprecedented dangers and opportunities? In exploring
these questions, Xu brilliantly articulates a fresh and surprising perspective on China as an international sport
superpower as well as a new “sick man of East Asia.” In Olympic Dreams, he presents an eloquent argument
that in the deeply unsettled China of today, sport, as a focus of popular interest, has the capacity to bring
about major social changes.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Olympic Dreams:
China and Sports, 1895-2008 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008is the one of several books that
will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this
book.

Gina Melton:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Nathan Weaver:

This Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 is great publication for you because the content which
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute
right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt that will?

Willodean Samples:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Olympic Dreams: China and Sports,
1895-2008 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
go through it. Beside that the guide Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008 can to be a newly



purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their
time.
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