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Henry David Thoreau was a twenty-year-old scholarship student at Harvard when he met Ralph Waldo
Emerson in 1837. Emerson, fourteen years Thoreau's senior and independently wealthy, had recently shaken
the intellectual world of New England with the publication of Nature. Despite the disparity in their
circumstances, Thoreau and Emerson quickly formed a close relationship that lasted until Thoreau's death at
the age of forty-four. This book tells the story of their friendship. Harmon Smith emphasizes their personal
bond, but also shows how their relationship affected their thought and writing, and was in turn influenced by
their careers.Without Emerson's interest and support, it is unlikely that Thoreau could have expended the
energy on writing that enabled him to achieve greatness. By inviting Thoreau into his home to live during
two different periods in the 1840s, Emerson effectively made Thoreau "one of the family." He provided him
with work, lent him money, and allowed him to build a cabin on the shore of Walden Pond. Emerson also
broadened Thoreau's horizon immeasurably by introducing him to an ever-widening circle of friends and
colleagues.Although the bond between Thoreau and Emerson was strong, their needs were often greatly at
variance. While this led to a prolonged period of estrangement between them, they were ultimately able to
reconcile their differences. Many years after Thoreau died, Emerson could look back over his long life and
say that Henry had been his best friend. Since the thoughts and feelings of the two men are so well
documented in their journals and letters, Smith is able to trace the pattern of their emotional involvement in
great detail. What emerges is both a remarkable portrait of their relationship and an intimate look at the
nature of friendship itself.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

The experience that you get from My Friend, My Friend: The Story of Thoreau's Relationship with Emerson
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but My Friend, My Friend: The Story of
Thoreau's Relationship with Emerson giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific My Friend, My Friend: The Story of Thoreau's Relationship with
Emerson instantly.

George Finch:

This My Friend, My Friend: The Story of Thoreau's Relationship with Emerson tend to be reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this My Friend, My Friend: The Story of
Thoreau's Relationship with Emerson can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this My Friend, My Friend: The Story of Thoreau's
Relationship with Emerson giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Robert Doyle:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled My Friend, My Friend: The Story of Thoreau's Relationship with Emerson your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The My Friend, My Friend: The Story of Thoreau's
Relationship with Emerson giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Rose Miller:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need



more time to be examine. My Friend, My Friend: The Story of Thoreau's Relationship with Emerson can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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