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Captain Daniel Parrott, captain of the 170-foot topsail schooner Pride of Baltimore II, is a professional
mariner of 18 years' experience in tall ships. While earning a master's degree in Marine Affairs from the
University of Rhode Island in 1998, Parrott undertook an in-depth, critical reexamination of the official
inquiries and other records pertaining to the losses of the 316-foot bark Pamir in 1957; the 117-foot
brigantine Albatross in 1961; the 117-foot bark Marques in 1984; the 137-foot schooner Pride of Baltimore
in 1986; and the 125-foot brig Maria Asumpta in 1995. Each of these casualties is ingrained in the
consciousness of serious sailors. Each of them involved loss of life - 112 lost crew in total. Each is a frequent
topic of sailors' talk and speculations. Parrott's 320-page master's thesis aimed primarily to trace the impact
of these tragedies on the development of sail training around the world. In the end he did more, providing
sobering insights into the circumstances surrounding these losses. Tall Ships Down is an outgrowth of
Parrott's thesis research, framing his inquiries and conclusions for a broad seagoing audience. This book will
be required reading for all those involved in the growing sail-training effort around the world, of course, but
it is also rich in interest and significance for all sailors and mariners. It outlines the history of each ship from
its building, showing how mission changes, structural changes, rig modifications, and ownership changes can
erode a ship's seaworthiness over time. Then we relive the final voyages, dissecting the circumstances of loss
from forensic evidence and the memories of survivors. Carefully examined, the evidence shows casualties
that have been considered acts of god probably resulted from an ignorance or neglect of age-old practices of
seamanship. Cargo loose in holds, hatches unsecured at sea, freeing ports timbered shut, rig and stability
changes carried out with insufficient regard to their possible impacts on seaworthiness - these and other
factors emerge from Parrott's in-depth analysis as contributing factors. In the book's concluding section - in
what amounts to an unforgettable seminar on seamanship--Parrott explores the impacts of ship stability,
structural integrity, weather, human error, and standards of risk on safety at sea. In the end, Tall Ships Down
is about the lore of the sea and the wisdom of seamanship, and in that regard its lessons are applicable to
small sailboats as well as tall ships. Students of the sea will read this book for its historical significance.
Armchair sailors will be drawn to the vivid, tragic stories. Professional mariners will read it for its seagoing
wisdom. And all sailors will draw from it a deeper understanding of what it takes to be safe at sea.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

This book untitled Tall Ships Down : The Last Voyages of the Pamir, Albatross, Marques, Pride of
Baltimore, and Maria Asumpta to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

David Shields:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Tall Ships Down : The Last Voyages of the Pamir,
Albatross, Marques, Pride of Baltimore, and Maria Asumpta can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Brent Campbell:

Beside this kind of Tall Ships Down : The Last Voyages of the Pamir, Albatross, Marques, Pride of
Baltimore, and Maria Asumpta in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Tall Ships Down : The
Last Voyages of the Pamir, Albatross, Marques, Pride of Baltimore, and Maria Asumpta because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this
book as well as read it from today!

Tyler Dean:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tall Ships Down : The Last
Voyages of the Pamir, Albatross, Marques, Pride of Baltimore, and Maria Asumpta can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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