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Wordsworth's Vagrants explores the poet's treatment of the 'idle and disorderly' in the context of the penal
laws of the 1790s, when the terror of the French Revolution caused a crackdown on the beggars and vagrants
who roamed the English countryside. From his work on the Salisbury Plain poems through to the poetry
about vagrants, beggars, and lunatics in Lyrical Ballads, Quentin Bailey argues, Wordsworth attempted to
imagine a way of relating to the vagrant and criminal poor that could challenge the systematizing impulses of
William Pitt and Jeremy Bentham. Whereas writers had previously relied on sensibility and fellow-feeling to
reveal the correct ordering of society, Wordsworth was writing in a period in which legislators, magistrates,
and commentators agreed that a more aggressively interventionist approach and new institutional solutions
were needed to tackle criminality and establish a disciplined and obedient workforce. Wordsworth's interest
in individual psychology and solitude, Bailey suggests, grew out of his specific awareness of the Bloody
Code and the discussions surrounding it. His study offers a way of reading Wordsworth's poetry that is
sensitive to his early radicalism but which does not equate socio-political engagement solely with support for
the French Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important normally. The book Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and
Poetry in the 1790s (British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) ended up being making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The guide Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the 1790s (British Literature in
Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship using the book Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the 1790s
(British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century). You never really feel lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Dana Hanley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police,
Prisons, and Poetry in the 1790s (British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mindy Marcotte:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the
1790s (British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Sarah Lopez:

You can find this Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the 1790s (British Literature in
Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose



your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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