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To the vast literature on Plato's Republic comes a new interpretation. In Beautiful City, David Roochnik
argues convincingly that Plato's masterpiece is misunderstood by modern readers. The work must, he
explains, be read dialectically, its parts understood as forming a unified whole. Approached in this way, the
text no longer appears to defend an authoritarian and monolithic political system, but rather supplies a
qualified defense of democracy and the values of diversity.

Writing in clear and straightforward prose, Roochnik demonstrates how Plato's treatment of the city and the
soul evolves throughout the dialogue and can be appreciated only by considering the Republic in its entirety.
He shows that the views expressed in the early parts of the text do not represent Plato's final judgment on
these subjects but are in fact dialectical "moments" intended to be both partial and provisional. Books 5-7 of
the Republic are, he maintains, meant to revise and improve upon books 2-4. Similarly, he sees the usually
neglected books 8-10 as advancing beyond the thoughts presented in the previous books. Paying particular
attention to these later books, Roochnik details, for instance, how the stories of the "mistaken" regimes,
which are often seen as unimportant, are actually crucial in Plato's account of the soul.

Beautiful City is certain to be controversial, as the author's insights and opinions will engage and challenge
philosophers, classicists, and political theorists.
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Vaugh:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their can
do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need this Beautiful City: The Dialectical Character of Plato's "Republic" to read.

Patricia Henderson:

Beautiful City: The Dialectical Character of Plato's "Republic" can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Beautiful City: The
Dialectical Character of Plato's "Republic" but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Arielle Griffin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Beautiful City: The Dialectical Character of Plato's "Republic"
can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Sylvia Medina:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Beautiful City: The Dialectical Character of Plato's "Republic" can make
you experience more interested to read.
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