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Built in 1707, the Old Summer Palace (Yuan Ming Yuan) is a masterpiece integrating the classic garden-
building arts of China. It is reputed as the "Garden of all Gardens," due to its rich and incomparable
landscaping. The beautiful and expansive gardens were known to the world, and triggered the craze of
Chinese gardens in 18th century Europe. Victor Hugo, one of the best and greatest known French writers,
described it as "Achievements generated from the imagination of a super nation." The Old Summer Palace
was also the second political center in addition to the Forbidden City in the Qing Dynasty (1636–1911). Five
emperors chose the Old Summer Palace as their venue for administrative governance. They felt it expressed
an ideal of state governing and an appeal of aesthetics. Meanwhile, it was the base for turning out important
national policies while serving as an important venue for the exchange between Chinese and foreign envoys.
Having gone through a span of over 150 years, the Old Summer Palace reflects the history of the rise and fall
of the Qing Dynasty.

Deserving its honor as the largest royal art museum, the Old Summer Palace contained calligraphic works
and paintings of many noted artists, numerous rarities such as secret and valuable books, ancient bells, tri-
pots, precious articles, gold and silver wares, jewelry and jade as well as rare flowers and trees of that time.
In 1860, the Old Summer Palace was destroyed by British-French Allied Forces and all the collections inside
were looted, resulting in a terrible disaster in the history of international culture. Today, the Older Summer
Palace represents an important piece of cultural history for human civilization.

At the end of the 20th century, Guo Daiheng, the author of this book, led over 80 experts, scholars and
professionals in starting a project of Digital Reconstruction of the Old Summer Palace, an unprecedented
task in the history of international historic parks. Over the past 15 years, the project has included an orderly
development in 3D molding, digital restoration, and digital experience. Scenes of the Old Summer Palace in
this book are the exact results from a digitalized Old Summer Palace, which reveals the magnificence of the
garden in its prime.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Ball:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this China's Lost Imperial Garden: The World's Most Exquisite Garden
Rediscovered.

Rene King:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular China's Lost Imperial
Garden: The World's Most Exquisite Garden Rediscovered to read.

Sara Jones:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take China's Lost Imperial Garden: The World's Most
Exquisite Garden Rediscovered as the daily resource information.

Roberta Anglin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this China's Lost Imperial Garden: The World's
Most Exquisite Garden Rediscovered guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt China's Lost Imperial Garden: The World's Most Exquisite Garden Rediscovered as good book but not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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