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During the eighteenth century, the inventor Jacques de Vaucanson created a mechanical duck that seemingly
could digest and excrete its food. A few decades later, Europeans fell in love with “the Turk,” a celebrated
chess-playing machine built in 1769. Thomas Edison was obsessed for years with making a talking
mechanical doll, one of his few failures as an inventor. In our own time, scientists at MIT are trying to build
a robot with emotions of its own.

What lies behind our age-old pursuit to create mechanical life? What does this pursuit tell us about human
nature? In Edison’s Eve Gaby Wood traces the history of robotics, from its most brilliant inventions to its
most ingenious hoaxes. Joining lively anecdote with literary, cultural, and philosophical insights, Wood
offers a captivating and learned work of science and history.
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From reader reviews:

William Petterson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is
this Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the Quest for Mechanical Life.

Paul Heisler:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the Quest for
Mechanical Life can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jorge Wilson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the
Quest for Mechanical Life, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Faye Michaels:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Edison's Eve: A Magical
History of the Quest for Mechanical Life that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Edison's Eve: A Magical



History of the Quest for Mechanical Life become your personal starter.
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