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From Anthony J. Allen, the author of four best-selling books on ancient Chinese bronzes, ancient Chinese
ceramics, and two others on later Chinese porcelain, "Allen’s Antique Chinese Porcelain *** The Detection
of Fakes" is his most ambitious project yet. In plain language, he describes tricks of the trade learned over
his long experience authenticating genuine antiques and detecting fakes. The minefield that antique Chinese
porcelain can become for the uninitiated is described and illustrated in full colour detail with examples
dating from the Ming dynasty circa 1500 AD to 2000 AD. There is also brief mention of some of the pottery
and stoneware ceramics in this period. This book is aimed at the novice collector, dealer, or museum curator,
who largely because of rapidly escalating prices and presence of fakes, is often too frightened to enter the
fascinating field of antique Chinese porcelain. Both novice and experienced readers will learn from his
authentication techniques, as he describes never before published features to look for, firstly to authenticate
genuine antique porcelain, but also to rule out the bane of every collector; the fake made intentionally to
deceive. Non-Chinese speaking readers are taught to read reign marks and to distinguish genuine marks from
those apocryphal marks which have been added to a later piece. There is even a formula for converting
Islamic dates to the Gregorian calendar. Allen’s forthright style of writing may upset some of his peers,
sections of academia, and the sellers of fakes, for which he has zero tolerance, as he leads readers through
Imperial, domestic and export porcelain, then into the sub-branches including shipwrecks and shards
recovered from the old kiln sites in Jingdezhen, the porcelain capital of China. Underglaze blue, famille rose
and verte, monochromes, and pieces of various age, shape and decoration are illustrated, not just with a
frontal view, but also of the undersides. Export wares, now the most common type of antique Chinese
porcelain still available in the West, get special attention as he focuses on late Ming dynasty wares,
underglaze blue, 18th century Chinese Imari, Batavian wares, armorial porcelain and famille rose of the 18th
and 19th centuries. Faults, flaws, imperfections, foot rims, glazes, bubbles, are illustrated at length, including
those features one expects to find, but also those that should not be present, notably on fakes.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Reese:

The book Allen's Antique Chinese Porcelain ***The Detection of Fakes*** make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Allen's
Antique Chinese Porcelain ***The Detection of Fakes*** being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Allen's Antique Chinese Porcelain
***The Detection of Fakes***. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Carol Ton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Allen's Antique Chinese
Porcelain ***The Detection of Fakes*** book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Crystal Lavigne:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Allen's Antique Chinese Porcelain ***The Detection of Fakes***.

Joseph Robison:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Allen's Antique Chinese Porcelain ***The Detection of
Fakes*** can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Allen's Antique Chinese Porcelain ***The
Detection of Fakes***.
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