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The past 150 years have seen Johannes Vermeer steadily ascend from lesser-known Dutch painter to one of
the world's most popular artists, beloved of cognoscenti and the general public alike, and celebrated by
everyone from Proust and Dali to Peter Greenaway and Tracy Chevalier (whose bestselling novel Girl with a
Pearl Earring offered a fictional portrait of the enigmatic artist). Considered purely in terms of his subject
matter--women reading letters, artist's studios, servants at work--Vermeer conformed entirely to the genre
repertoire of Dutch Golden Age painting. What he brought to these genres was a realism so powerful that it
captured the subtlest effects of light, opened up thrilling psychological tensions and disclosed incredible
serenities of indoor reverie. Vermeer is also surely one of the most sexual painters of all time, with the sly
expressions of his subjects and their whispered intimacies, and his focal points of almost excruciating
tenderness and precision--an earring, a wineglass, a pin. Of Vermeer himself almost nothing is known, and
his oeuvre, or what survives of it, is one of the most condensed in the canon: just 34 works, every one of
them a masterpiece. This volume--the new standard Vermeer monograph--reproduces all 34 paintings,
augmenting each with close-ups that lay bare the loving care Vermeer lavished upon each painstaking work.
Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675) was born in Delft, Holland, and lived his entire life in the city. He married
Catharina Bolenes in 1953, fathering 14 children with her. In his lifetime he saw only moderate success,
perhaps in part because of his relatively small output, and when he died in 1675, he left his wife and family
in debt.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Vermeer: The Complete Works. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Vermeer:
The Complete Works. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Bunnell:

Typically the book Vermeer: The Complete Works has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article
book.

John McKeever:

This Vermeer: The Complete Works is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Vermeer: The
Complete Works in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Jacqueline Morrison:

Beside this specific Vermeer: The Complete Works in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Vermeer: The Complete Works because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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