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The names of James Joyce and Ezra Pound ring out in the annals of literary modernism, but few recognize
the name of Samuel Roth. A brash, business-savvy entrepreneur, Roth made a name--and a profit--for
himself as the founding editor and owner of magazines that published selections from foreign writings--
especially the risqué parts--without permission. When he reprinted segments of James Joyce's epochal novel
Ulysses, the author took him to court.

Without Copyrights tells the story of how the clashes between authors, publishers, and literary "pirates"
influenced both American copyright law and literature itself. From its inception in 1790, American copyright
law offered no or less-than-perfect protection for works published abroad--to the fury of Charles Dickens,
among others, who sometimes received no money from vast sales in the United States. American publishers
avoided ruinous competition with each other through "courtesy of the trade," a code of etiquette that gave
informal, exclusive rights to the first house to announce plans to issue an uncopyrighted foreign work. The
climate of trade courtesy, lawful piracy, and the burdensome rules of American copyright law profoundly
affected transatlantic writers in the twentieth century. Drawing on previously unknown legal archives, Robert
Spoo recounts efforts by James Joyce, Ezra Pound, Bennett Cerf--the founder of Random House--and others
to crush piracy, reform U.S. copyright law, and define the public domain.

Featuring a colorful cast of characters made up of frustrated authors, anxious publishers, and willful pirates,
Spoo provides an engaging history of the American public domain, a commons shaped by custom as much as
by law, and of piracy's complex role in the culture of creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Rene Defeo:

The book Without Copyrights: Piracy, Publishing, and the Public Domain (Modernist Literature and Culture)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Without Copyrights: Piracy, Publishing, and the Public Domain (Modernist Literature and
Culture) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve
Without Copyrights: Piracy, Publishing, and the Public Domain (Modernist Literature and Culture). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Robert Perkins:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Without Copyrights: Piracy,
Publishing, and the Public Domain (Modernist Literature and Culture) book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kimberly Mason:

This Without Copyrights: Piracy, Publishing, and the Public Domain (Modernist Literature and Culture) is
great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize
word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Without Copyrights: Piracy, Publishing, and the Public Domain
(Modernist Literature and Culture) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt in which?

Nancy Harris:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Without Copyrights: Piracy, Publishing, and the Public Domain (Modernist



Literature and Culture) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book you wanted.
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