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From Aristotle to contemporary soap operas, friendship has always been a subject of fascination. But
scholarly investigation of the broad social relevance of friendship has been neglected. Rethinking Friendship
describes the varied nature of personal relationships today, and also locates friendship in contemporary
debates about individualization and the supposed "collapse of community." Exploring friendships with
partners and family as well as "friends," the book reveals ways in which friends and friendlike ties are an
important and unacknowledged source of social glue.

Using a rigorous analysis of in-depth interviews, the authors develop a set of innovative concepts--friendship
repertoires (the range of friendships people have); friendship modes (the way people make and maintain
friendships over time); and patterns of suffusion (the extent to which boundaries between friends and family
become blurred). These concepts form the basis of a typology of personal communities that vary in the roles
played by friends, family, partners, and neighbors.

Combining scholarly depth and rich description, this absorbing and accessible book will appeal to all those
interested in informal social relationships, including students of methodology and policymakers. With its
challenge to pessimistic commentators, Rethinking Friendship urges us to resist sweeping generalizations
and to acknowledge the sheer diversity of social life today.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Harper:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Rethinking Friendship: Hidden
Solidarities Today book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jennifer Mitchell:

This Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today are generally reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today
can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Michael Lockwood:

Why? Because this Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ron Taylor:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. That Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today can give you a lot
of pals because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We should have Rethinking Friendship: Hidden Solidarities Today.
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