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In 1877, Chief Standing Bear's Ponca Indian tribe was forcibly removed from their Nebraska homeland and
marched to what was then known as Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), in what became the tribe's own Trail
of Tears. "I Am a Man" chronicles what happened when Standing Bear set off on a six-hundred-mile walk to
return the body of his only son to their traditional burial ground. Along the way, it examines the complex
relationship between the United States government and the small, peaceful tribe and the legal consequences
of land swaps and broken treaties, while never losing sight of the heartbreaking journey the Ponca endured. It
is a story of survival---of a people left for dead who arose from the ashes of injustice, disease, neglect,
starvation, humiliation, and termination. On another level, it is a story of life and death, despair and fortitude,
freedom and patriotism. A story of Christian kindness and bureaucratic evil. And it is a story of hope---of a
people still among us today, painstakingly preserving a cultural identity that had sustained them for centuries
before their encounter with Lewis and Clark in the fall of 1804.

Before it ends, Standing Bear's long journey home also explores fundamental issues of citizenship,
constitutional protection, cultural identity, and the nature of democracy---issues that continue to resonate
loudly in twenty-first-century America. It is a story that questions whether native sovereignty, tribal-based
societies, and cultural survival are compatible with American democracy. Standing Bear successfully used
habeas corpus, the only liberty included in the original text of the Constitution, to gain access to a federal
court and ultimately his freedom. This account aptly illuminates how the nation's delicate system of checks
and balances worked almost exactly as the Founding Fathers envisioned, a system arguably out of whack and
under siege today.

Joe Starita's well-researched and insightful account reads like historical fiction as his careful
characterizations and vivid descriptions bring this piece of American history brilliantly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

Here thing why that "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of "I Am a Man": Chief
Standing Bear's Journey for Justice in e-book can be your alternate.

Herbert Beckley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the "I Am a
Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Aaron Ryan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book.
One of them is this "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice.

Frances York:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and



soon. The "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice provide you with new experience in
reading through a book.
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