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In February 1933, Adolf Hitler had only a tenuous grasp on power. Chancellor of Germany for merely four
weeks, he led a fragile coalition government. The Nazis had lost seats in the Reichstag in the recent election,
and claimed only three of 13 cabinet posts. Then on February 27, arson sent the Reichstag, the home and
symbol of German democracy, up in flames. Immediately blaming the Communists, Hitler's new government
approved a decree that tore the heart out of the democratic constitution of the Weimar Republic and
cancelled the rule of law. Five thousand people were immediately arrested. The Reichstag fire marked the
true beginning of the Third Reich, which ruled for 12 more years. The controversy surrounding the fire's
origins has endured for 80.

In Burning the Reichstag, Benjamin Hett offers a gripping account of Hitler's rise to dictatorship?one that
challenges orthodoxy and recovers the true significance of the part the fire played. At the scene the police
arrested 23-year-old Marinus van der Lubbe, a Dutch Communist stonemason. Though he was initially
dismissed abroad as a Nazi tool, post-war historians since the 1950s have largely judged him solely guilty?a
lone arsonist exploited by Hitler. Hett's book reopens the case, providing vivid portraits of key figures,
including Rudolf Diels, Hermann Goering, Joseph Goebbels, and the historian Fritz Tobias, whose account
of the fire has, until now, been the standard. Making use of a number of new sources and archives, Hett sets
the Reichstag fire in a wider context, revealing how and why it has remained one of the last mysteries of the
Nazi period, and one of the most controversial and contested events in the 20th century. Burning the
Reichstag will stand as the landmark work on this subject.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

This Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the
Third Reich's Enduring Mystery without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's
Enduring Mystery can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Burning the Reichstag: An
Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery having good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Marie Brenneman:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Burning the Reichstag: An
Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery book because book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Isidro Wells:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the
Third Reich's Enduring Mystery can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Marge Lee:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be study.
Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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