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Diversity is America's newest cultural ideal. Corporations alter their recruitment and hiring policy in the
name of a diverse workforce. Universities institute new admissions rules in the name of a diverse student
body. What its proponents have in mind when they cite the compelling importance of diversity, Peter Wood
argues in this elegant work, is not the dictionary meaning of the word—variety and multiplicity—but rather a
set of prescribed numerical outcomes in terms of racial and ethnic makeup. Writing with wit and erudition,
Wood has undertaken in this entertaining book nothing less than the biography of a concept. Drawing on his
experience as a social scientist, he traces the birth and evolution of "diversity." He shows how diversity
sprawls across politics, law, education, business, entertainment, personal aspiration, religion, and the arts, as
an encompassing claim about human identity. It asserts the principle that people are, above all else, members
of social groups and products of the historical experiences of those groups. In this sense, Wood shows,
diversity is profoundly anti-individualist and at odds with America's older ideals of liberty and equality.
Wood warns that as a political ideology, diversity undercuts America's long effort to overcome racial
division. He shows how the ideology of diversity has propelled the Neo-racialists on the political Right as
well as those on the multi-culturalist Left. But even if the diversity movement did not exacerbate racial and
social division, he believes that it would be a questionable cultural ideal. As Wood points out, "Our liberty
and our equality demand that we hold one another to common standards and that we reject all hierarchy
based on heredity—even the hierarchy that comes about when we grant present privileges to make up for
past privileges denied."
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Diversity: The Invention of a Concept. Try to the actual book
Diversity: The Invention of a Concept as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So
, we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Angela Taylor:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Diversity: The Invention of a Concept is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Virginia Hughes:

This Diversity: The Invention of a Concept is great publication for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Diversity: The Invention of a
Concept in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Joan Toon:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Diversity: The Invention of a Concept is
simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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