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As pioneers attempted to settle and civilize the “Wild West,” cemeteries became important cultural centers.
Filled with carved wooden headboards, inscribed local stones, and Italian marble statues, cemeteries
functioned as symbols of stability and progress toward a European-inspired vision of Manifest Destiny. As
repositories of art and history, these pioneer cemeteries tell the story of communities and visual culture
emerging together within the developing landscape of the Old West.

Annette Stott traces this story through Rocky Mountain towns on the western frontier, from the unkempt
“boot hills” of the early mining camps and cattle settlements to the more refined “fair mounts.” She shows
how people from Asia, Europe, and the Americas contributed to the visual character of the mountain
cemeteries, and how the sepulchral garden functioned as an open-air gallery of public sculpture, at once a
site for relaxation, learning, and social ritual. Here, widespread participation in a variety of ceremonies
brought mountain communities together with a frequency almost unimaginable today. Illustrated with
eighty-three striking photographs, this book shows how the pioneer cemetery emerged as a site of public
sculpture and cultural transmission in which each carved or molded monument played dual (and sometimes
conflicting) public and private roles, recording the community’s history and values while memorializing
individuals and events.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

This book untitled Pioneer Cemeteries: Sculpture Gardens of the Old West to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Dolores Watkins:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Pioneer Cemeteries: Sculpture Gardens of the Old West, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

James Dungan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Pioneer Cemeteries: Sculpture Gardens
of the Old West book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Pioneer Cemeteries: Sculpture
Gardens of the Old West as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

John Mendoza:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be examine. Pioneer Cemeteries: Sculpture Gardens of the Old West can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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