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A millennium ago, Baghdad was the capital of one of history’s greatest civilizations. A new Islamic era was
under way. Yet despite the profound cultural achievements, many Muslims felt their society had gone astray.
Shi?a Muslims challenged the dominant narrative of Islamic success with stories of loss. Faithful Muslims
have long debated whether Sunni caliphs or Shi?a imams were the true heirs of the Prophet Muhammad.
More influential has been the way Muslim communities remembered those disputes through stories that
influenced how to think and feel about them, Matthew Pierce argues.

Twelve Infallible Men focuses on the role of narratives of the imams in the development of a distinct Shi?a
identity. During the tenth century, at a critical juncture in Islamic history, a group of scholars began
assembling definitive works containing accounts of the twelve imams’ lives. These collective biographies
constructed a sacred history, portraying the imams as strong, beautiful, learned, and pious. Miracles
surrounded their birth, and they became miracle workers in turn, but were nevertheless betrayed and
martyred by enemies.

These biographies inspired and entertained, but more importantly they offered a meaningful narrative of
history for Muslims who revered the imams. The accounts invoked shared memories and shaped communal
responses and ritual practices of grieving. Mourning the imams’ tragic fates helped nascent Shi?a
communities resist the pressure to forget their story. The biographies of the imams became a focal point of
cultural memory, inspiring Shi?a religious imagination for centuries to come.
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From reader reviews:

Lourdes Williams:

The book Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Twelve Infallible
Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So
it is very wonderful.

Toby Lowry:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Twelve
Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Rita Lattimore:

This Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism tend to be reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and
the Making of Shi'ism can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Bruce Smith:

The book untitled Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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