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When presidential candidate Jimmy Carter advocated defense budget cuts, he did so not only to save money
but also with the hope of eventually abolishing nuclear weapons. Three yearslater, when President Carter
announced his support of full-scale development of the MX missile and modernization of NATO’s Long-
Range Theater Nuclear Force, it marked a dramatic policy shift for his administration.

In light of Carter’s cost-cutting in the first year of his administration, previous observers have attributed
Carter’s subsequent shift either to the “shocks of 1979”—the Soviet Union’s move into Afghanistan and the
seizure of power by Islamic revolutionaries in Iran—or to domestic political pressure, such as interest group
activity, executive-legislative bargaining, or interbureaucratic conflict. Brian Auten now argues that these
explanations only partially explain this midterm policy change.

In Carter’s Conversion, Auten reveals how strategic ideas and studies, allied relations, and arms control
negotiations each worked to deflect Carter’s initial defense stance away from the policy path suggested by
the prevailing international military environment. He also shows how the administration’s MX and Long-
Range Theater Nuclear Force decisions subsequently hardened following significant adjustments to these
three variables.

Employing the approach to international relations known as neoclassical realism, Auten demonstrates that
Carter reassessed his strategic thinking and revised his policy stance accordingly. Integrating declassified
documents, interviews, and private archives with a mountain of secondary sources, he provides a historical
analysis of defense policy transformation over the first three years of the Carter administration and a detailed
examination of how Carter and his national security team addressed challenges posed by the expansion of
Soviet military power.

Full of rich history and cogent analysis, Carter’s Conversion presents a wealth of detailed arguments about
how Carter adjusted his policy outlook, couched in a thorough understanding of weapons, arms control
dynamics, and defense policy-making. As a revision ofcommon interpretations, it provides both an example
of self-correcting policy change and a realist argument about the end of superpower détente and the start of
the “Second Cold War.”
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Carter's
Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense Policy? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Toni Styer:

This book untitled Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense Policy to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book
in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Erin Cummins:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense Policy.

David Mandujano:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of
American Defense Policy to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the book Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense Policy can to be
your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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