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Ruth Langer offers an in-depth study of the birkat haminim, a Jewish prayer for the removal of those
categories of human being who prevent the messianic redemption and the society envisioned for it. In its
earliest form, the prayer cursed Christians, apostates to Christianity, sectarians, and enemies of Israel.

Drawing on the shifting liturgical texts, polemics, and apologetics concerning the prayer, Langer traces the
transformation of the birkat haminim from what functioned without question in the medieval world as a
Jewish curse of Christians, through its early modern censorship by Christians, to its modern transformation
within the Jewish world into a general petition that God remove evil from the world. Christian censorship
played a crucial role in this transformation of the prayer; however, Langer argues that the truest
transformation in meaning resulted from Jewish integration into Western culture. Eventually, the prayer shed
its references to any specific category of human being and lost its function as a curse.

Reconciliation between Jews and Christians today requires both communities to confront a long history of
prejudice. Ruth Langer shows through the birkat haminim how the history of one liturgical text chronicled
Jewish thinking about Christians over hundreds of years.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Conner:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim book is readable by
means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer of Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat
HaMinim is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Charlotte Womble:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim, you could tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Meredith Bailey:

The e-book untitled Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat
HaMinim from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Robert Cox:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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