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Few institutions have influenced U.S. history as profoundly as the U.S. Military Academy at West Point,
which will celebrate its 200th anniversary on March 16, 2002. Born conceptually in Revolutionary War
times, the USMA developed alongside the fledgling U.S. government, responded to presidential mandates,
and produced dozens of national leaders. Yet the Academy itself receives short shrift from historians, who
prefer to study its graduates. In To the Point: The United States Military Academy, 1802-1903, George
Pappas offers the first fully developed chronicle of the USMA itself, seen through the eyes of the cadets and
graduates who attended the Academy during its first hundred years. Colonel Pappas has drawn from
hundreds of primary sources not previously available to or consulted by historians: military records, cadet
and graduate letters, newspaper clippings, private diaries, scrapbooks, and photo albums. Taking special care
to correct preexisting misconceptions, cadet sinkoids, and inaccurately reported facts and occurrences, he has
interwoven the personal and the official to create a magnificent historical work. The reader discovers a key
feature of the book in its very first section. Here, informed by newly available documents, Pappas describes
in unprecedented detail the 27 years preceding the USMA's official beginnings in 1802. The reader learns of
the Academy's precursors, the daily life of the early cadets--down to band practice and powdered hair--and
the roots of a curriculum. Explained are the pivotal roles of such movers as Henry Burbeck, Jonathan
Williams, and Henry Dearborn in effecting the Congressional mandate for the USMA.

Subsequent sections, consistently displaying Colonel Pappas' tireless research, pursue the USMA's
controversial first years, the selection and training of faculty members, development of the Academy's
scientific and engineering curriculum, cultivation of administrators such as Alden Partridge and Sylvanus
Thayer, and the institution's sometimes stormy relationship with the federal government. Moving through the
USMA's first century, the book considers internal difficulties, disciplinary measures, and cadet recreation,
integrating the USMA story with the Civil War and other historical events. The reader meets many historical
figures such as George Washington, Jefferson Davis, Edgar Allan Poe, Davy Crockett, and James Madison--
not as focal points but as players in the Academy's history. Pappas also marks the USMA's long-term impact,
identifying graduates who performed outstandingly in the War with Mexico, the Civil War, the Spanish-
American War, as elected officials, as founders of colleges, as builders of railroads, canals, bridges, and
roads across the United States. Throughout, readers will find the author's engaging, literate prose as
captivating as the story he tells--a style that makes rich use of vignettes, folklore, humor, and the words of
ordinary people to bring history to life. Historic maps and numerous photos, many previously unpublished,
enhance detailed descriptions of physical settings.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

Precisely why? Because this To the Point: The United States Military Academy, 1802-1902 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ashley Williams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be To the Point: The United States Military Academy,
1802-1902 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Gayle Meek:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This To the Point: The United States
Military Academy, 1802-1902 can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Stephen Lee:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book To the Point: The United States Military Academy, 1802-1902 we can have more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book To the Point: The
United States Military Academy, 1802-1902. You can more attractive than now.
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